
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



William and Mary Quarterly 147 



BOOK REVIEWS. 

Raphael Semmes. By Colyer Meriwether. Philadelphia : George W. 
Jacobs and Company, Publishers. 1913. 

This is one of the best of the "American Crisis Biographies." Mr. 
Meriwether had a thrilling subject, and he has told the story well. Only 
the name of one American seaman can be placed by the side of Raphael 
Semmes, and that is John Paul Jones ; and both of them were identified, 
strange to say, with the South, whose energies were chiefly agricultural. 
Indeed, of all the Southern leaders in the war for Southern Independence, 
Semmes dealt the blows against the United States most lasting in their 
results. 

Mr. Meriwether justly says that the world never saw and will never 
see again a cruise like the two years' cruise of the Alabama. During all 
this time Semmes exhibited the daring example of the Viking of old, 
tempered with the courtesy and humanity of the Southern gentleman. It 
seems strange at this date that his really admirable qualities were not 
appreciated by Lincoln and Welles, his Secretary of the Navy. Although 
Semmes, was a regularly commissioned oflftcer of the Confederate States, 
Lincoln denounced him as "a pirate" and Welles, his Secretary of the 
Navy, unchecked by his superior, employed every means to have him cap- 
tured and punished as a felon. This was perfectly in line with the harsh 
policy pursued by Lincoln throughout the war, and for which he cheaply 
atoned in one or more of his messages by a few kind and much exploited 
expressions. 

Perhaps Mr. Meriwether should have mixed a little censure with his 
praise in commenting upon Semmes' battle with the Keorsage. This battle 
brought on by Semmes himself was the one great blvmder of his life. 
His boat was not intended for offensive war, but was a commerce de- 
stroyer, and he should have risen above the temptation of risking her real 
value in a mere duel at sea. Moreover, the evidence produced by Mr. 
Meriwether shows that Semmes knew that he went into the battle under 
many disadvantages, and that he fought largely because he could no 
longer bear the foolish taunts of the enemy's newspapers that he was 
afraid to meet an enemy of anything like equal strength. This was a 
weakness, pure and simple, but, perhaps, it only shows that like all 
human beings, Semmes was not perfect. 

A Confederate Girl's Diary. By Sarah Morgan Dawson. Boston and 
New York: Houghton, Mifflin Company. 1913. 

This is a very readable work, and intensely human in its narrative. 
Mrs. Dawson was the daughter of Judge Thomas Gibbs Morgan, who had 



